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Where Government Contracting Starts
Program Introduction

The Alaska PTAC is a program of the UAA Business Enterprise 
Institute and funded in part through a cooperative agreement with 
the Department of Defense Office of Small Business Programs

Now Alaska APEX Accelerator!

• Formerly Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC)

• Free assistance with all aspects of government contracting, 
from cradle to grave (start to finish) for federal, state and 
local purchasing activity

• Free one-on-one appointments

• Free workshops (Special events and extended training 
session may have registration fees)

• The Alaska APEX is one of 94+ other PTACs across the 
US, Puerto Rico, & Guam

https://apexalaska.org/
https://www.aptac-us.org/

https://www.apexaccelerators.us/#/
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Where Government Contracting Starts
Discussion Topics

 Searching for solicitations

 Introducing the BidMatch process

 Creating a Search Criteria List

 Looking at solicitation from more than one perspective

 Updating or initiating a BidMatch profile

 Using Contract Opportunities to the best advantage

 Using FPDS to research PSCs

 Summary

Where Government Contracting Starts
Solicitation Search

“This guy knows how to find solicitation streams.”



9/22/2023

3

Where Government Contracting Starts
BidMatch – Daily Email Notice

= Product Service Code (PSC) or Federal Supply 
Group (FSG) Codes

Where Government Contracting Starts
BidMatch Profile Homepage

Alaska APEX has access 
to each BidMatch profile. 
This means we can pull 
up your search profile to 
help find a specific 
solicitation or to review 
search results success or 
failure.
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Where Government Contracting Starts
BidMatch Profile By Date

Sample #1

Where Government Contracting Starts
BidMatch Profile By Date

Sample #2
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Where Government Contracting Starts
BidMatch Article

Where Government Contracting Starts
What are you looking for?
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Where Government Contracting Starts
What are you looking for?

Building Search Criteria:
 Keywords – how do you define your business?

o NAICS Description

o Competitor Dynamic Small Business Search (DSBS) profile 
https://dsbs.sba.gov/search/dsp_dsbs.cfm

 NAICS Codes   https://www.census.gov/naics/

 Federal Supply Groups (FSG) & Product Service Codes (PSC)
o Federal Procurement Data System (FPDS) 

o FSG / PSC table: http://support.outreachsystems.com/resources/tables/pscs/

 DoDAAC – Department of Defense Activity Address Code
https://www.dla.mil/HQ/InformationOperations/DLMS/DLMSPrograms/DoDAAD/

 Competitors Unique Entity ID numbers (UEI)  SAM.gov and/or DSBS profile(s)

 Federal Organization codes – SAM.gov

Don’t forget to research 
the agency website and 
district office websites for 
keywords!

Where Government Contracting Starts
Why are you looking?

Searching for more than just the next job:

 Expanding Search Criteria
o Federal Organization Codes

o Key word – better descriptors

o DoDAAC

 Marketing Data
o Awardee Information

o What are agencies looking for?

o Regional diversification

o Interested Vendor List (IVL)

 Agency Data
o Contact information

o Physical location of contracting offices

Use the Feedback button to 
request the IVL “always 
accessible & visible to public” 
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Where Government Contracting Starts
Starting/Updating BidMatch

Where Government Contracting Starts
Starting/Updating BidMatch
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Where Government Contracting Starts
Starting/Updating BidMatch

Where Government Contracting Starts
Starting/Updating BidMatch
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Where Government Contracting Starts
Time to update when:

 Too little or too many articles

 Not finding the right solicitations

 Adding/removing geographic 
regions

 New email POC(s)

 Profile not updated
within 2 years

 Profile has too few:

oKey words

oNAICS codes

oFSC/PSC

Have you recently 
reviewed your search 
profile? If not, have 
Alaska APEX email it to 
you.

😕 😒

Where Government Contracting Starts
Searching in SAM

Going to live demo…
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Where Government Contracting Starts
Searching in FPDS

Looking for PSC codes live demo…

https://www.fpds.gov/fpdsng_cms/index.php/en/

Where Government Contracting Starts
Summary

 It takes a lot of time and effort to search solicitation posting sites daily – use BidMatch!

 BidMatch search results pull from federal, state & local procurement sites

 BidMatch is easy to start and update – just work with Alaska APEX staff

 The Alaska APEX Accelerator will inactivate BidMatch profiles that have not been
accessed or updated

 Review & modify your BidMatch search profile on an annual basis 
to make sure it is performing as needed

 Found a solicitation that wasn’t in a BidMatch list? Let PTAC know so that we can review your profile to see 
why it was missed.

 Take the time to build a good search criteria list – you will use it over and over again

 Not all government purchasing starts with a published solicitation/bid package!  

o Non-competitive 8(a) solicitations

o GSA eBuy & MAS schedule awards

o Direct request from buyers to provide a quote (“closed bid list”)

o Delivery orders under an existing IDIQ contract award

 Don’t wait for opportunities to be published – build direct relationships with agencies and prime contractors!

 Research the agency – where is the procurement office for your products and/or services?
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Where Government Contracting Starts
Questions?

Alaska APEX Accelerator Staff Contact Information

Anchorage: Phone: 907-786-7258

Carolyn Pratt, Program Manager capratt@alaska.edu 907-786-7259

Jody King, Contract Specialist II jlking8@alaska.edu 907-786-7270

Lynda Gregory, Program Specialist lmgregory@alaska.edu 907-786-7258

Fairbanks: Phone: 907-456-7288 

Pierre Thompson, Center Director/Contract Specialist pdthompson@alaska.edu

Kristen Sullivan, Program Assistant khsullivan@alaska.edu

General email: info@apexalaska.org Website: https://alaskapex.org

To request assistance, sign up here: https://akptac.ecenterdirect.com/signup
How can the Alaska APEX 

help you?


